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Healing the Land,
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Notes


Healing the Land

Accepting Our Responsibility

We are children of God, who Himself calls us “gods” and commands us to make right judgments.  God gives us authority to exercise His authority. 
Psalm 82

We must make judgments because the Word of God has come to us, we do what the Father does, He works miracles through us, and He is in us.  In this way, we represent the Father to the world.

John 10:34-38

We speak God’s secret wisdom to the mature, and we demonstrate the Spirit’s power, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  Therefore, we must make judgment about all things, through the mind of Christ that we have been given.

1 Corinthians ch. 2

In the day of the LORD, we are used as God’s agents of judgment in the world as we will trample down the wicked, who are ashes under the soles of our feet.  We will do this because we have been reminded of the Law of Moses and have received the spirit of Elijah that turns the hearts of the fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to the fathers.  Our responsibility is so great that failure to carry it out curses the land.

Malachi ch. 4


Uniting in the Call

The spirit of Elijah restores individual families as well as the family of God.  In the household of faith, the fathers are the children of Israel (particularly Messianic Jews) and the children are Gentile Christians.  Remembering the Law of Moses unveils deep spiritual truths to us, when we come together in the spirit of Elijah (a prophetic anointing).  This is not to place us into bondage, but to take us, together, to a new level in Him as we become His holy temple.  Ephesians 2:11-22 makes it clear that the blood of the Messiah frees us from bondage to the law, but unites Jews and Gentiles in Him.  The foundation of apostles and prophets reveals the importance of both old and new and shows us the anointing needed for unity.

Praying for Healing
Prayer is essential in taking back territory for God.  As we come together to pray for Newport News, let us be mindful of the guidance offered in Scripture directing us how to pray for our land.

Solomon’s prayer for the temple dedication had seven essential elements (see 1 Kings 8 & 2 Chron. 6):

· he praised God for His faithfulness,

· he asked God to be merciful, forgive and hear their prayers,

· he invited God’s presence,

· he asked for the desire to do God’s will in everything,

· he requested help with each day’s need,

· he asked for the desire and ability to obey God’s decrees and commands, and
· he prayed for the spread of God’s kingdom to the entire world.
Hear God’s response in 2 Chron. 7:14:

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

This is not a requirement of the world; just God’s people.  As long as God’s people return to Him, the land will be healed.  We will be like well springs of water, poured out onto a dry and barren land.

Solomon asked God to forgive sins in the future.  The exiles returning from Babylon asked God to forgive the sins of their fathers in the past and their own present sins, which were connected (see Nehemiah 9).  

“16But they, our forefathers, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and did not obey your commands . . . 33In all that has happened to us, you have been just; you have acted faithfully, while we did wrong . . . 36But see, we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our forefathers so they could eat its fruit and the other good things it produces.  37Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us.  They rule over our bodies and our cattle as they please.  We are in great distress.”
Then the exiles repent and make a covenant with God.

In all prayers, pray in the Name of Yeshua (Jesus).

“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”—John 14:12-14

Taking the Land

Five-Fold Apostolic Ministry

Five-fold ministers are gifts to all men on earth, because Yeshua uses us together to set people free. 

“But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  This is why it says:  ‘When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.’  (What does ‘he ascended’ mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?  He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”—Ephesians 4:7-13
Each of the five-fold ministers plays an important role in taking territory and winning souls for the Kingdom.
· Apostles are sent first, hence their title (“apostle” means “one who is sent on a specific mission”).  They go into a region under the oppression of demonic forces and war aggressively against those forces.  They tear down mindsets, spiritual strongholds, even political systems that oppress. 
· Prophets come after apostles to convict people of sin and point them to God.  Once Yeshua has torn down spiritual strongholds, people are then in a position to truthfully evaluate their sins.  People in strongholds cannot take honest inventories of their spiritual condition because all information they receive is filtered through the stronghold.  Yet once the apostolic anointing has pulled down strongholds and implanted truth, the prophet can convict according to the truth.  
· Evangelists share the Good News of Yeshua with the people in the region who have recently been delivered from strongholds and convicted of sins.  Evangelists must be prepared with the message of salvation for people struggling under the conviction of God.  Without receiving the redemption that comes from our risen Savior, people who have come to the knowledge that their sins lead them to death will be left to be devoured by the enemy.  
· Pastors are sent after evangelists to care for new believers and protect them from the enemy.  Under the direction of God and the leadership of an apostle, pastors develop a congregation out of a group of new believers.  Pastors protect believers from the enemy and train them, by example, to live godly lives.  Congregations that are established before the apostolic anointing tears down strongholds and the prophetic anointing convicts of sin are often weak in their foundations, because members and ministers are still under invisible forms of oppression and unaware of the serious implications of their sins (see also Eph. 2:20).  

· Teachers work with pastors to train up new believers.  Teachers are most directly responsible for ensuring that the minds of the sheep are renewed.  After strongholds have been torn down, new teaching is essential.  The teacher lays a foundation in the minds of babes that will propel them on their spiritual journeys with Yeshua.  Teachers also instill a deep desire for personal Bible study and prayer to develop wisdom, spiritual strength and a sound doctrine.

Operating Under Authority

The list of five-fold ministers in Ephesians 4:11 is not a hierarchy or ranking, but rather an order in which we take back territory for the Kingdom.  We must submit to the authority of Yeshua in each of us as the phases of the mission change and our roles change.  We must submit also to the ruling authorities in the land and strive to work with them to take back our city (see Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17).  Most importantly, we must submit to the authority of Yeshua the Messiah as He is the head and we are His Body.

Spiritual Warfare
The prayers of confession and repentance are essential because it is man’s rebellion that grants authority to demonic forces in the spiritual realm.  (See Daniel 8:12.)  Yet the most important prayer, is the one Yeshua prayed for us in John chapter 17.  
Knowing the trials and tests we would face in fighting against principalities and powers in the heavenly realms, Yeshua prayed for God’s glory to be revealed, for our obedience and protection, the sanctifying power of the truth, faith and revival.  We, also, must understand the forces that oppress people worldwide and fight against His will for us as His Body.  With this knowledge, we can actively war against those forces.  
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Following each portion of Yeshua’s prayer is a description of a spirit or spirits that war against Yeshua’s will as displayed in that portion of the prayer.  A Biblical description of how this spirit manifests in the world and a Biblical example of how it infiltrates the Body follow the prayer.  In order for us to be victorious over the schemes of the enemy, we must be aware of his tactics and allow God to use us against them.

Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Prayer for Glory for the Father and the Son—John 17:1-5
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“After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  “Father, the time has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  Now this is eternal life:  that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.”
Yeshua has authority over all people to give eternal life to those the Father has given Him.  Eternal life is to know the Father and the Son Yeshua, who completed the work He was given by the Father.  So the Father glorifies the Son, and Son glorifies the Father.  As we accept the blessings of this prayer, we return to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
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Spirit warring against Yeshua’s will for us in this part of the prayer—Spirit of the Anti-Messiah

According to Rev. 13:2, the dragon gives the beast his power and his throne and great authority.  In Rev. 13:4, men worship the dragon because he has given authority to the beast.  This same spirit appears in Daniel chapter 7, yet instead of wearing its 10 crowns on 7 heads, it wears its 10 crowns on one head.  In Rev., it has 7 heads because it has completed its transformation into a perverted copy of the Kingdom of God with its 7 congregations, by bringing with it 7 demons more wicked than itself—Matthew 12:43-45.  This spirit has not only spent time studying the spiritual activity in the heavenly realms of God’s Kingdom, but also the weaknesses and successes of other unclean spirits to build upon them for his goal of bringing glory to the dragon.  In Rev. 13:2, the beast is described further.  He has the mouth of a lion because he uses proud words to lure man by the desires of his heart.  He has the feet of a bear because he walks in violence.  Devouring human flesh is a method to get and maintain submission through fear.  He has the body of a leopard because he is built for world conquest and does not waver in this objective.  In Daniel 7:21, the spirit makes war against the saints and defeats them until God sits in judgment.  Also in Daniel 7:25, this spirit speaks against the Most High, oppresses the saints, and tries to change the set times and laws; the saints are handed over to him for a time, times and half a time (3½ years).  

How this spirit manifests in the world 

Anarchy, rebellion and lawlessness.  According to 2 Thes. 2:3-12, the secret power of lawlessness will be at work; Satan will deceive many with counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing.  People will refuse to love the truth and be saved, because they delight in wickedness. 

How this spirit infiltrates the Body of the Messiah
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Example—Caiaphas

high priest, leader of the Sanhedrin

· He rejected the Messiah’s authority

Matthew 26:57-68

In this Scripture, Caiaphas asks if Yeshua is the Messiah, and Yeshua answers “yes”.  At this, Caiaphas tears his robes and accuses Yeshua of blasphemy.  This incites the people to request death for Yeshua and begin to abuse Him.

· He chose distorting the purposes of God
John 11:45-53

Prior to this scene, Yeshua has raised Lazarus from the dead, and many believe in Him.  The Sanhedrin meets to discuss dealing with Him, for fear that the Romans will come and take away the temple and nation.  Caiaphas then speaks up.  He reveals God’s plan for Yeshua to be sacrificed for the nation, but he has clearly distorted this plan of God in his own heart as he begins to plot to kill Yeshua.  God’s plan was for spiritual salvation, yet Caiaphas leads the Sanhedrin and the people into a plan that promotes his purposes and focuses on saving them from the natural threat:  Rome.  Instead of him—and the nation—being saved, he submits to the spiritual threat:  Satan.  Rome still eventually destroys the nation and temple.

· Yeshua knew his heart and what he would choose

Matthew 23:27-28 & 33-36

Yeshua accuses all of the Pharisees and teachers of the law (of which Caiaphas is the leader) of being outwardly clean and inwardly filthy.  He prophesies that they will murder those who submit to His authority.

· His choice led to persecuting Yeshua and those who submit to Yeshua’s authority

Acts 6:8-7:1 & 7:54-58 & 9:1-2

Caiaphas questions Stephen and leads the religious leaders to stone him.  He also gives letters to Saul to find any believers outside of Jerusalem and bring them back as prisoners.

· Lesson for the Body—Believers must begin by granting God the authority to be God and Yeshua the authority to be head over His Body.  We must continually submit to His leadership by allowing Him to keep teaching us and taking us to new levels in Him.  If, at any point, we stubbornly decide to hold on to our authority, as displayed in our traditions/doctrine/ relationships/choices, then we reject His authority and invite the spirit of the Anti-Messiah.  This spirit causes believers to rebel against Yeshua’s established authority, to persecute others in the Body who yield to His authority and to persecute Yeshua Himself.  

Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Prayer for Obedience and Protection—John 17:6-12
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“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has come to me through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.  None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.”
Those of us God foreknew, He gave to Yeshua who reveals the Father to us. Yeshua then gives us the Father’s words, we accept them and obey, thus Yeshua receives glory through us.  He prays for us in this world and His Name protects us from the world and worldly things, so that we may be one as Father and Son are one.  None of us will be lost (to spiritual destruction).  As we accept the blessings of this prayer, we are purged of our sins and worldly alliances.

Spirit warring against Yeshua’s will for us in this part of the prayer—Spirit of the Pride of Man
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In Daniel 7:4, this spirit is revealed as a lion with eagle’s wings that are torn off.  Then it is lifted so that it stands on two feet like a man and is given the heart of a man.  This spirit works to lure man by the desires in his heart (a heart not transformed by God).  Hence, people led by this spirit are self-serving and self-glorying; they revel in feeding their flesh, and set their flesh up to be god causing their own destruction (as we saw in kingdoms/nations bound by this spirit:  Egypt, Assyria, Tyre and Babylon).  Though those bound by this spirit seem fierce, they become lazy from feeding their flesh (like male lions).  In Revelation and other parts of the Bible, this spirit appears again (see Nahum and Isaiah).  In Rev. 17:5, it is identified as Babylon the Great, the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth (see all of Rev. ch. 17).  Rev. 17:16 states that the beast (Anti-Messiah) and the 10 horns will hate the prostitute and bring her to ruin.  The beast hates her because of her lack of self-control.  The spirit of the pride of man can never retain control over the earth because feeding her flesh makes her lazy and will always result in losing her power (and her life).  The beast will use the prostitute for its benefit though.  Yet when it is done with her, it will destroy her (as displayed in Caiaphas’ relationship with Judas).  (See also 1 John 2:15-16 for more on this spirit, also called pride of life.)
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How this spirit manifests in the world

Adulterous (covenant breakers), excessive in luxuries, decadent, materialistic, constantly trading material goods and slaves, always in revelry, operating and relying on idolatry, astrology, magic arts and witchcraft (see Rev. ch. 18)

How this spirit infiltrates the Body of the Messiah

· Example—Judas Iscariot:  one of the 12 disciples, a learned man and keeper of the purse

· He rejected Yeshua’s words in his heart

John 12:1-7

Yeshua rebuked him for bothering Mary when she anointed His feet.  Judas rejected Yeshua’s justification for her action, and allowed his desire to steal and misuse the money to overpower him.  This rejection of Yeshua’s words was preceded by many other rejections of Yeshua’s words (particularly Matt. 6:24), because he had already been stealing the money.  The lifestyles of the disciples were changed drastically when they chose to follow Yeshua.  Rather than submitting to the change, Judas helped himself to the money in the purse to continue to have some of the things he was used to.  Rather than submitting to the simple and poor lifestyle of Yeshua, he gave himself over to the desires of his flesh, even at the cost of stealing from the ministry.

· He chose betraying Yeshua to serve his desires
Matthew 26:14-16

Prior to this scene in Matthew, Mary has just anointed Yeshua’s feet (as in John 12:1-7).  Yet in this scene, we see Judas’ decision to betray Yeshua more clearly.  Having already chosen which master he would serve (money), he resents Yeshua limiting the money he could steal.  So he devises a plan to strike out at Yeshua and still feed his desires.

· Yeshua knew his heart and what he would choose

John 6:70-71 & Matthew 26:23-25

In the first text, Yeshua calls Judas a devil.  In the second, He points Judas out as the betrayer.

· His choice led to his destruction

Matthew 27:3-8 & Acts 1:18-19

Both Scriptures describe his death, though in varying ways.  No matter how you look at it though, choosing to feed his desires and serve money rather than Yeshua led to his destruction.

· Lesson for the Body
As we come together, Yeshua will reveal more of the Father’s words to us, which will correct our errors and take us to a new level in Him.  The new revelation must begin to transform our hearts, then our lives, then our ministries (in that order).  To be transformed, we will be called to surrender new things or surrender old things to a greater extent, so that we will bring glory to the Messiah.  If we refuse to obey the call to surrender, it is because of our covenant with our flesh (making our flesh our god, not Yeshua).  This opens the door for the spirit of the pride of man to woo our sinful hearts, making our flesh insatiable.  Serving our increasing desires then leads to our destruction.   
Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Prayer for the Sanctifying Power of the Truth—John 17:13-19
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“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still I the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.  I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”
Knowing what is to come, we are given the full measure of the Messiah’s joy to sustain us.  We are not of the world, so the world hates us.  The Father protects us from the evil one in the world and sanctifies us by the truth of His Word.  Yeshua sanctified Himself to deliver the Father’s sanctifying Word to us.  Then He sends us into the world on mission.  As we accept the blessings of this prayer, we receive power from the Messiah.
Spirits warring against Yeshua’s will for us in this part of the prayer—Spirits of Violence and Denial
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The Spirit of Violence appears in Daniel 7:5 as a bear with 3 ribs between its teeth, and it is told to get up and eat its fill of flesh.  So we see here that the spirit devours flesh.  This manifests in acts of violence against people, particularly murder and mass destruction.  In Daniel 8:1-7, we see the vision of a powerful ram that is defeated by a shaggy goat.  Both the bear (by historians) and the ram (in Dan. 8:20) have been linked to Medo-Persia.  Through the interpretation given in Dan. 8:20, we need only study the Medo-Persian empire to understand the attributes and name of the spirit depicted by the ram.  Kings Cyrus, Xerxes and Darius were all kings in this empire.  Despite their intimate relationships with the children of Israel, the Medo-Persian empire never became a sheep nation (a nation devoted to God, under the training of Isra’el).  The kings were kind to Isra’el and respectful to God, but they denied the sanctifying power of the truth in their empire.  Through this, we learn that the ram is the Spirit of Denial.  Under this spirit, people deny the truth or they deny the sanctifying power of the truth (having a form of godliness but denying its power—2 Tim. 3:1-5).  That’s why the spirit ruling Medo-Persia was depicted as a ram; it has a form of godliness denying its power (why the goat was able to defeat it).  
How these spirits manifest in the world

People have no room in their hearts for Yeshua’s words.  Either they deny that His words are truth, or they deny that His words have power.  Instead, they listen to Satan and accept his lies.  They build their thinking and lives upon these lies, and will fight (even kill) to protect the lies.  (See John 8:31-47)
How these spirits infiltrate the Body of the Messiah
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· Example—Peter:  one of the 12 disciples, part of the inner circle of 3, received the revelation that Yeshua is the Messiah

· He rejected the truth and the power of sanctification
Mark 8:31-38

Peter rebuked Yeshua for revealing God’s plan for Him to suffer many things and be put to death.  He did not reject the truth because he didn’t believe in the Messiah (he had just confessed that Yeshua is the Messiah).  He rebuked Yeshua, because he did not believe in the absolute truth of His words.  He thought the outcome could be different, and that they should strive for a different outcome.  He rejected God’s plan of suffering for the Kingdom.

· He chose to rely on his own strength (self-sufficiency)
Matthew 26:31-35

Here, Yeshua reveals to all of the disciples that they will scatter.  Once again, Peter refuses to believe and accept the truth.  Acceptance of this truth would have required acceptance of his own weakness and fear.  Peter refused to accept his physical weakness and the weakness of his commitment.  Had he accepted the truth, he would not have replied that he would never fall away.  It was this denial of the truth that put him in position to betray the Messiah.  If he had accepted his weakness, he would not have followed the Messiah.  Instead, he would have hidden behind closed doors like the others.  The denial of the truth, put him in position to deny Yeshua.

· Yeshua knew his heart and what he would choose

John 13:36-38

Yeshua knew that Peter was not ready to lay down his life.  He prophesied Peter’s denial.

· His choice led to violence and denial of Yeshua
John 18:10-11 & 18:17, 25-27

First, Peter cut off the high priest’s servant’s right ear (violence).  Then, he denied that he knew the Messiah.  Trying to control the situation in his own strength led him to violence.  Realizing that he could not control the situation, he submitted to fear which led to denial.  

· Lesson for the Body
The joy of salvation keeps us strong in the face of persecution; the sanctification of our souls by the truth gives us power.  Only in God’s strength can we be successful in our mission.  If we deny the truth (our own weakness or sin/pain in the world), and/or we deny the sanctifying power of the truth (to cleanse us of our fleshly desires and fears and to change the world), we accept a lie instead.  We build our lives and ministries on our beliefs and paradigms, so if we hold onto error or falsehood to prevent seeing and addressing the truth, we open the door for the spirit of denial.  Since Yeshua is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, our foundations become shaky because we’re no longer building on the Truth.  Then we will fail at our mission because our strength is insufficient.  Using our own strength to try and control what is beyond our control will then open the door for violence in us.  

Yeshua’s (Jesus’) Prayer for Faith and World Revival—John 17:20-26

“My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you and in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:  I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.  Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.  Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.  I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”

We believe, and we get to know Yeshua.  He reveals the Father to us so that God’s love will be in us and Yeshua will be in us.  Others come to believe through our message, and all believers become one.  Then the world believes that Yeshua is the Son of God.  As we accept the blessings of this prayer, we enter into revival.
Spirits warring against Yeshua’s will for us in this part of the prayer—Spirits of Reason and World Conquest



The spirit in Daniel ch. 8 that is represented by a shaggy goat is interpreted as the king of Greece in Dan. 8:21.  Paul says that Greeks want wisdom (1 Cor. 1:22).  This is good when guided by God (because the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge—Prov. 1:7).  When not guided by God, it only consists of man’s limited thinking and the flawed conclusions drawn from it.  In Daniel 8:12, we see that the shaggy goat spirit is responsible for truth being thrown to the ground.  This spirit replaces truth with man’s reason.  Truth is thrown to the ground with some of the starry hosts (armies of angels who defend truth—8:10).  The spirit also sets itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host.  When left to his own reasoning, man will always make himself into a god.  This is why we are given power to cast down imaginations and every high thing that would exalt itself against the knowledge of God (2 Cor. 10:5).  The Tower of Babel is a great example of man’s reason leading to a fleshly aspiration to ascend into heaven (Gen. 11:1-9).  All such aspirations have only one end in mind, world conquest (in the natural and spiritual realms).  The spirit of world conquest appears in Daniel 7:6 as a leopard with four bird’s wings and four heads (representing the four corners of the earth).  To this beast is given the authority to rule.  This spirit is attributed to Greece also by theologians.  Greek leaders like Alexander the Great, who reasoned within himself that Greeks (under his leadership) should rule the world, reveal how this spirit manifests in man.
How these spirits manifest in the world

People have a question, a need or a problem and draw conclusions from their limited info or flawed thinking to answer the question, fill the need or solve the problem.  Yet man’s reason is tainted by sin.  Without revelation from God, error and falsehood set in and morality is usually thrown out with the ends justifying the means, as those involved see themselves as pursuing a higher level or purpose.  (See Daniel 8:23-25.)
How these spirits infiltrate the Body of the Messiah
· Example—Thomas:  one of the 12 disciples

· He rejected faith in God’s revealed plan
John 11:14-16

Thomas shows great bravery here in his willingness to die with Yeshua.  However, he does not display faith in the plan Yeshua laid out.  Yeshua said they were going to Bethany to Lazarus who had died.  Thomas assumed that since they were going so close to Jerusalem that Yeshua would be arrested and killed at this time (for He had already revealed to them the way He would die).  Rather than having faith in the plan Yeshua revealed, Thomas made an assumption based on his flawed reasoning.

· He chose to rely on physical evidence

John 20:24-25

Rather than believing that Yeshua did what He said He would do or believing his brothers in the faith, Thomas decides not to have faith in the revelation but chooses only to believe in the physical evidence of Yeshua’s resurrection:  the nail marks and His pierced side.

· Yeshua knew his heart and what he would choose

John 20:26-28

When Yeshua comes, He presents the physical evidence Thomas requested and addresses His doubts.

· His choice led to missing out on the blessings of unity and revival

John 20:29-31

Thomas’ lack of faith divided the 11; while their faith was renewed, he experienced doubt, separation and despair.  His doubt kept the group from experiencing full revival.  Yeshua makes it clear in this text that those who believe the revelation without physical evidence are blessed.  We believe, though we have not seen, and have life (in every form) in His Name.

· Lesson for the Body
We can only have faith in God in our spirits, and it is faith that connects us as a Body.  When we reject faith in God’s revelations, we must rely on physical evidence to make decisions.  Choosing to rely on physical evidence draws us to depend on the information we collect from the natural world and the conclusions our brains draw from it.  This opens the door for the spirit of reason.  Once we surrender revelation for evidence and faith for reason, we relinquish our power to draw the world to revival in Yeshua.  Instead, wicked spiritual forces are given an open door to oppress the world’s people (that’s the nature of conquest), who are hungry for wisdom.

Attachment 1

Excerpt from the letter of the Emperor (Constantine) to all those not present at the council. (Found in Eusebius, Vita Const., Lib III 18-20)

When the question relative to the sacred festival of Easter arose, it was universally thought that it would be convenient that all should keep the feast on one day; for what could be more beautiful and more desirable than to see this festival, through which we receive the hope of immortality, celebrated by all with one accord and in the same manner? It was declared to be particularly unworthy for this, the holiest of festivals, to follow the customs (the calculation) of the Jews who had soiled their hands with the most fearful of crimes, and whose minds were blinded. In rejecting their custom we may transmit to our descendants the legitimate mode of celebrating Easter; which we have observed from the time of the Saviour’s passion (according to the day of the week).

We ought not therefore to have anything in common with the Jew, for the Saviour has shown us another way; our worship following a more legitimate and more convenient course (the order of the days of the week: And consequently in unanimously adopting this mode, we desire, dearest brethren to separate ourselves from the detestable company of the Jew. For it is truly shameful for us to hear them boast that without their direction we could not keep this feast. How can they be in the right, they who, after the death of the Saviour, have no longer been led by reason but by wild violence, as their delusion may urge them? They do not possess the truth in this Easter question, for in their blindness and repugnance to all improvements they frequently celebrate two Passovers in the same year. We could not imitate those who are openly in error.

How, then, could we follow these Jews who are most certainly blinded by error? For to celebrate a Passover twice in one year, is totally inadmissible.

But even if this were not so it would still be your duty not to tarnish your soul by communication with such wicked people (the Jews). You should consider not only that the number of churches in these provinces make a majority, but also that it is right to demand what our reason approves, and that we should have nothing in common with the Jews.

(Taken from www.kad-esh.org/councilofnicea.html; Their website reads the following citation:  Gleaned from Dr. Henry R. Percival’s “The Nicean and post Nicean Fathers”. Vol. XIV Grand Rapid: Erdmans pub. 1979,pgs. 54-55.  Visit their website for more on this subject.)
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